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I  a r r i ved  in  Sydney  2  weeks  pr ior  to  the  s tar t  o f  the  semester ,  but  i t  was  o f f  to  a
rough s tar t .  I t  was  ra in ing  when I  ar r i ved  a t  the  a i rpor t  and the  s ta f f  c la imed that  the
luggage  cou ld  not  be  o f f loaded due to  the  bad weather .  I  was  s tuck  a t  the  a i rpor t  for
a lmost  4  hours ,  wh ich  was  not  the  best  s tar t  to  my  exchange .

I  went  to  the  nearest  shopping  centre ,  Broadway  Sydney ,  on  the  second day  to
purchase  some da i l y  necess i t ies .  Ma jor  Austra l ian  supermarkets  and reta i l  companies
l i ke  Co les ,  A ld i ,  and Kmart  are  ava i lab le  there .  However ,  many  s tudents  arr i ved  a t  the
same t ime and d id  the i r  shopping  there ,  so  bedroom and k i tchen i tems were
f requent l y  out  o f  s tock  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  semester .  To  get  every th ing  I  needed ,  I
went  to  IKEA .  I t  i s  a  good a l ternat i ve  a l though the  pr ice  i s  a  b i t  h igher .

I  l i ved  in  the  s tudent  accommodat ion  ca l led  Queen Mary  Bu i ld ing  (QMB) ,  wh ich
of fered a  w ide  range  o f  ac t i v i t ies  to  he lp  res idents  ming le  w i th  each  other .  Dur ing  the
f i rs t  week ,  I  par t i c ipated  in  a  c i t y  s ightsee ing  tour  and met  peop le  f rom other
countr ies  for  the  f i rs t  t ime.  We had a  great  conversat ion  whi le  wa lk ing  f rom Dar l ing
Harbour  to  the  Opera  House .

The  Or ientat ion  Day  and Welcome Fest  were  he ld  a  week  before  the  semester  s tar ted ,
and I  was  in  awe o f  the  magn i f i cent  “Hogwarts ”  in  Austra l ia .  The  Quadrang le  and the
Great  Ha l l  were  s tunn ing !  (Don ' t  miss  the  opportun i ty  to  take  some p ic tures ,  as  you
might  not  be  ab le  to  rev is i t  the  Great  Ha l l  aga in ) .  We had a  l i ght  lunch on the  lawns  o f
the  Quadrang le ,  where  I  met  some wonder fu l  peop le  who became my t rave l
companions  for  the  rest  o f  the  semester .  We s t i l l  keep in  touch to  th is  day .
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I  had  the  opportun i ty  to  a t tend a  concer t  by  one o f  my  favour i te  s ingers .  Many  more
ce lebr i t ies  were  coming  to  Austra l ia  a f ter  the  COVID-19  pandemic .  The  concer t  was
he ld  in  a  s tad ium that  cou ld  accommodate  thousands  o f  fans ,  and the  a tmosphere  was
e lect r i c !  I  had  an  amaz ing  t ime en joy ing  the  per formance w i th  other  fans .

On another  weekend ,  I  wa lked the  Bondi  to  Coogee coasta l  t rack .  The  path  i s  re la t i ve ly
easy ,  w i th  most l y  f l a t  roads .  A long  the  way ,  I  passed by  severa l  beaches ,  w i th  Bondi
and Bronte  Beach be ing  my favour i tes .  One un ique feature  that  caught  my  a t tent ion
were  the  rock  poo ls  in  Austra l ia .  Lots  o f  them can be  found a long  the  coasta l  l ine  o f
New South  Wales .

I  a l so  took  a  weekend t r ip  to  Canberra .  The  t ra in  was  not  runn ing  that  day  so  we had
to  take  a  4 -hour  rep lacement  bus  ins tead .  Canberra  i s  d i f ferent  f rom Sydney  as  i t  i s  a
more  re laxed and less  busy  c i t y  w i th  more  open space  g iven  i t s  sparse  in f ras t ructure .
However ,  i t  can  be  s l i ght l y  inconven ient  for  v i s i tors  who do not  have  a  car .  We v i s i ted
the  Austra l ian  War  Memor ia l ,  Mount  A ins l ie  Lookout  and the  Austra l ian  Nat iona l
Un ivers i t y  (ANU)  there .
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Af ter  complet ing  my midterm exams ,  I  took  a  t r ip  to  Br i sbane and Gold  Coast  dur ing
the  Easter  ho l idays .  Sur fers  Parad ise  i s  def in i te l y  one  o f  the  most  s tunn ing  beaches  I
have  v i s i ted  in  Austra l ia .  As  someone who en joys  exc i tement ,  I  v i s i ted  Dreamwor ld  and
Wet 'n 'Wi ld .  I f  you  are  a  fan  o f  exh i larat ing  r ides ,  Go ld  Coast  would  be  a  great  cho ice
for  a  ho l iday  as  there  are  many  theme parks  to  en joy .

Immediate ly  a f ter  the  t r ip ,  I  went  to  the  Roya l  Easter  Show.  I t  was  an  impress ive
carn iva l  w i th  numerous  food s ta l l s ,  l i ve  per formances ,  mechan ica l  r ides ,  and an imal
in teract ions .  The  ce lebrat ion  ended w i th  a  f i reworks  show every  day .

Skyd iv ing  has  been on my bucket  l i s t  for  a  long  t ime ,  and I  f ina l l y  had the  opportun i ty
to  do  i t  a t  the  end o f  Apr i l .  The  ent i re  exper ience  was  surrea l .  F rom tak ing  the  p lane
to  the  sky ,  put t ing  on  the  gogg les ,  jumping  o f f  the  p lane ,  and open ing  the  parachute ,
every th ing  jus t  happened so  qu ick ly .  However ,  I  can  say  for  sure  that  i t  was  the  most
memorab le  day  o f  my  exchange .
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Viv id  Sydney  i s  a  s ign i f i cant  annua l  event  in  Sydney ,  but  i t  was  cance led  for  the  past
few years  due to  COVID-19 .  However ,  i t  made a  comeback  th is  year  w i th  a  drone show
that  was  t ru ly  impress ive .  To  en joy  the  co lour fu l  l i ghts  spread across  the  c i t y ,  I  went
on a  cru ise .

Sydney  i s  s i tuated  on the  east  coast  o f  Austra l ia ,  mak ing  i t  an  idea l  locat ion  to  watch
the  sunr ise .  I  had  the  opportun i ty  to  w i tness  i t  once  a t  the  Sydney  Opera  House  and
once  a t  Bondi  Beach .

Dur ing  my s tay ,  I  a l so  v i s i ted  K iama,  a  coasta l  town s i tuated  in  the  southern  par t  o f
New South  Wales .  The  town i s  peacefu l  and scen ic ,  and most  v i s i tors  come to  see  the
b lowhole ,  wh ich  i s  a  natura l  wonder  that  w i l l  l eave  you amazed at  i t s  format ion .
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June  was  a  hect i c  month  due to  the  f ina l  exams.  I  spent  around two weeks  rev is ing
but  a lso  made the  most  o f  my  t ime by  cont inu ing  to  exp lore  Sydney .

Before  the  exams ,  I  f ina l l y  had the  chance  to  v i s i t  the  B lue  Mounta ins ,  one  o f  the
most  renowned natura l  resources  in  Sydney .  I t  takes  a  2 -hour  t ra in  r ide  f rom Centra l
S ta t ion ,  but  i t  was  we l l  worth  i t .  A l though Austra l ia  i s  famous  for  i t s  beaches  and
sunsh ine ,  the  mounta ins  are  a lso  magn i f i cent .  The  s teep cab le  car  a t  Scen ic  Wor ld
was  a  thr i l l ing  exper ience ,  and i t  fe l t  l i ke  a  ro l ler  coaster  w i th  peop le  screaming
around me.

I  a l so  t r ied  kayak ing  for  the  f i rs t  t ime ,  and i t  was  much more  en joyab le  than I  had
ant ic ipated .  I t  i s  an  easy  water  sport ,  even for  a  beg inner  l i ke  me.  Tandem kayaks ,
wh ich  are  typ ica l l y  equ ipped w i th  a  rudder  to  s teer  the  kayak  in  the  r ight  d i rect ion ,
are  recommended for  new learners .  I t  requ i res  less  phys ica l  e f for t ,  and you can  go
faster  wh i le  en joy ing  the  v iew.

Af ter  the  exams ,  we  went  to  Por t  S tephens ,  where  the  deser t  meets  the  sea .  I t  took  a
2 .5 -hour  dr i ve  f rom QMB (so  jo in ing  a  day  tour  i s  a  popular  opt ion ) .  I  rode  a  camel
and t r ied  sandboard ing  there ,  but  i t  was  more  t i r ing  than I  had expected .  C l imbing
up the  sand dune to  s l ide  down was  qu i te  exhaust ing  and i t  was  easy  to  fa l l  over ,  so
be prepared to  br ing  lo ts  o f  sand home!

We a lso  went  on  a  road t r ip  to  Ade la ide  and Melbourne a f ter  the  semester  ended.
The  two h igh l ight  dest inat ions  were  Bumbunga Lake  (The  P ink  Lake )  and the  12
Apost les .  I  wou ld  a lso  recommend v is i t ing  Sovere ign  H i l l ,  Ph i l l ip  I s land and The  State
L ibrary  o f  V ic tor ia .
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From May  to  Ju l y ,  i t  i s  the  season for  wha le  migrat ion  in  Austra l ia .  Most  tours  o f fer  a
guarantee  o f  wha le  s ight ings ,  and you can  spot  severa l  wha les  in  jus t  3  hours .  I f  you
are  for tunate ,  you  may  even see  the  wha les  leap ing  out  o f  the  water .  The  t i cket  pr ice
is  not  too  expens ive ,  and I  wou ld  h igh ly  recommend go ing  wha le  watch ing  as  you can
see  the  wha les  up  c lose .
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General Study Abroad

INFORMATION

The E lec t ron ic  Conf i rmat ion  o f  Enro lment  (eCoE)  i s  requ i red  to  app ly  for  the  v i sa ,
wh ich  w i l l  be  i ssued a f ter  complet ing  a l l  o f  the  enro lment  processes  a t  USYD.  I t  i s
recommended to  app ly  for  the  v i sa  as  soon as  poss ib le  a f ter  rece iv ing  the  emai l  f rom
your  exchange o f f i cer .  Add i t iona l l y ,  a l though HKUST prov ides  insurance ,  the
Austra l ian  government  requests  overseas  s tudents  to  app ly  for  the  Overseas  S tudent
Hea l th  Cover  (OSHC) .  B iometr ics  co l lec t ion  i s  requ i red  dur ing  the  v i sa  app l i ca t ion
process ,  wh ich  incurs  an  add i t iona l  fee .  V isa  process ing  t imes  are  genera l l y  qu ick ,
but  i t  i s  important  to  book  in  advance  as  spots  are  l im i ted  each  day .  To  check  the
v isa  app l i ca t ion  s ta tus ,  v i s i t  the  ImmiAccount .

1)  V ISA PROCEDURES

2)  ORIENTATION ACTIV IT IES

The Welcome Fest  (O  Week)  las ts  a  fu l l  week ,  w i th  the  Of f i c ia l  We lcome (Or ientat ion )
Day  for  exchange and s tudy  abroad s tudents  tak ing  p lace  on  the  f i rs t  day .  A t tendance
is  mandatory  for  a l l  exchange s tudents ,  so  be  sure  to  take  note  o f  the  dates  prov ided
in  the  emai l .  The  event  las ts  ha l f  a  day  and inc ludes  var ious  ac t i v i t ies  such  as  games ,
ta lks ,  and soc ia l  events .  I t  i s  an  exce l lent  opportun i ty  to  meet  new f r iends  as  a l l
exchange s tudents  gather  together  for  the  f i rs t  t ime.

3)  INTERNATIONL SERVICES & ACTIV IT IES

USYD prov ides  a  f ree  a i rpor t  shut t le  serv ice  (Redy2Go shut t le )  to  centra l  Sydney
locat ions .  You must  book  your  seat  us ing  the  secure  on l ine  book ing  form at  least  3
work ing  days  pr ior  to  your  arr i va l  date  in  Sydney .  Add i t iona l l y ,  the  USYD exchange
of f i ce  o f fers  a  range  o f  ac t i v i t ies  (e .g . ,  Austra l ian  Ru les  Footba l l  (AFL )  games ,  koa la
encounters ,  Sydney  Opera  House  tours ,  Sur f  Camp Austra l ia ,  V IV ID  Harbour  Cru ises ,
day  t r ips ,  and overn ight  excurs ions  around Sydney  and Austra l ia )  to  he lp  s tudents
learn  about  Austra l ian  cu l ture .  There  are  a lso  var ious  s tudent  soc ie t ies  ava i lab le  for
d i f ferent  nat iona l i t ies ,  and many  o f  them ho ld  ac t i v i t ies  a t  the  In ternat iona l  S tudent
Lounge ( ISL )  located  next  to  the  Wentworth  Bu i ld ing .
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6)  TEACHING & ASSESSMENT METHODS

Classes  a t  USYD are  typ ica l l y  d iv ided in to  two par ts :  lec ture  and tutor ia l .  A t tendance
is  usua l l y  not  requ i red  for  lec tures  but  mandatory  for  tu tor ia l s .  USYD employs
abso lute  grad ing ,  mean ing  you pass  as  long  as  you ach ieve  an  overa l l  score  o f  50%
for  the  course .  Some courses  have  hurd le  tasks  set  for  the i r  f ina l  exams ,  wh ich
means  you must  pass  the  exam to  pass  the  course .  You are  expected to  do  read ings
on your  own and are  encouraged to  ask  quest ions  dur ing  tutor ia l s .  For  the  bus iness
facu l ty ,  most  lec tures  are  s t i l l  conducted v ia  Zoom or  pre- recorded ,  but  tutor ia l s  and
labs  are  face- to- face .

5)  COURSES REGISTRATION

USYD courses  are  typ ica l l y  6  cred i ts  per  course ,  w i th  a  s tandard  fu l l - t ime s tudy  load
of  24  cred i ts  ( i .e . ,  4  un i ts  o f  s tudy )  per  semester .  However ,  you  can  take  a  min imum
of  18  cred i ts  ( i .e . ,  3  un i ts  o f  s tudy )  to  sat i s fy  the  fu l l - t ime s tudent  requ i rement  for
the  s tudent  v i sa .  USYD wi l l  prov ide  a  master  l i s t  o f  undergraduate  courses ,  and i t  i s
important  to  check  i f  the  se lec ted  un i ts  o f  s tudy  are  o f fered  in  both  semesters  or  jus t
one .  When f i l l ing  out  the  on l ine  enro lment  form,  you w i l l  be  asked to  l i s t  8 -10  in i t ia l
pre ferences ,  inc lud ing  backup cho ices .  You can  request  add i t iona l  un i ts  o f  s tudy  unt i l
the  end o f  the  f i rs t  week  o f  c lasses  by  f i l l ing  out  the  enro lment  var ia t ion  request
form and send ing  i t  to  your  exchange o f f i cer .

7)  F INANCE & BANKING

Some s tudents  a t  USYD open an  account  w i th  Commonwea l th  Bank .  Whi le  I  d id  not
open one for  myse l f ,  I  recommend you to  do  so  as  i t  can  be  more  conven ient  for
t rans ferr ing  money  to  non-HK s tudents .  The  cost  o f  l i v ing  in  Sydney  i s  s imi lar  to  Hong
Kong ,  but  food and t ransportat ion  are  more  expens ive .  Cash less  payment  i s  common
in  Austra l ia ,  but  some restaurants  o f fer  d iscounts  for  cash  payments ,  so  i t  i s  a  good
idea  to  carry  a  smal l  amount  o f  cash .

4)  ACCOMODATIONS

USYD of fers  two types  o f  guaranteed accommodat ion  for  s tudy  abroad and exchange
students :  Queen Mary  Bu i ld ing  (QMB)  and Scape .  QMB is  a  20-minute  wa lk  f rom
USYD,  wh i le  Scape i s  a  10-minute  wa lk  away  and located  next  to  the  Broadway
shopping  centre .  Persona l l y ,  I  recommend QMB because  o f  i t s  numerous  common
areas ,  wh ich  prov ide  p lenty  o f  opportun i t ies  to  soc ia l i se  and in teract  w i th  other
res idents .  I f  you  choose  to  l i ve  in  QMB,  be  sure  to  c lean  and c lear  your  room,
mai lbox  and k i tchen locker  thorough ly  before  leav ing  to  avo id  post -departure  fees .
Most  s tudent  accommodat ion  prov iders  requ i re  ev idence  o f  COVID-19  vacc inat ion  to
res ide  in  the i r  bu i ld ings .
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12)  COMMUNICATION

Eng l i sh  i s  the  main  medium of  communicat ion  in  Sydney ,  but  there  i s  a  s ign i f i cant
Ch inese  communi ty  there ,  so  Cantonese  and Mandar in  can  be  commonly  heard  as
we l l .  The  dorm prov ides  w i f i ,  but  somet imes  i t  can  be  unstab le .  Te lecommunicat ion
prov iders  o f fer  s tudent  p lans  w i th  d iscounts  occas iona l l y ,  so  i t  i s  important  to
compare  the  p lans  before  choos ing  one .

11)  TRANSPORTATION

Transport  in  Sydney  i s  conven ient  and bet ter  than other  Austra l ian  c i t ies ,  w i th  buses ,
t ra ins ,  t rams ,  and ferr ies  as  the  main  modes  o f  t ransportat ion .  I t  i s  important  to  note
that  bus  serv ices  reduce  a t  n ight ,  so  check ing  the  schedule  i s  key .  To  en joy  a  50%
discount  on  each  r ide ,  remember  to  app ly  for  the  opa l  concess ion  card .  On ly  loca l
and exchange s tudents  are  e l ig ib le  for  the  d iscount ,  not  in ternat iona l  s tudents .

10)  FOOD

Sydney  i s  a  d iverse  c i t y  w i th  many  nat iona l i t ies  represented ,  so  the  food cho ices  are
var ied .  D i f ferent  immigrant  communi t ies  have  the i r  own d is t r i c ts  where  you can  f ind
authent ic  food there  (e .g . ,  Ch inese  food in  Ch inatown and Burwood,  Korean food in
Strath f ie ld ,  and Ha la l  food in  Lakemba) .  S tudents  usua l l y  cook  in  the  dorm dur ing  the
week ,  and the  k i tchen at  QMB is  a  great  p lace  to  soc ia l i se  and get  to  know people .

8)  CL IMATE

Sydney  exper iences  a  large  temperature  d i f ference  between dayt ime and n ight t ime.
In  the  summer ,  i t  i s  hot  dur ing  the  day  and coo l  a t  n ight .  Wi th  a  temperature
d i f ference  o f  up  to  10  degrees ,  i t  i s  best  to  dress  in  layers .  The  w inter  i s  co lder  than
Hong Kong which  I  had tota l l y  underest imated i t .  Other  southern  c i t ies  l i ke
Melbourne may  f ind  i t  even co lder  so  make sure  you have  brought  enough th ick
c lothes .

9)  HEALTH & SAFETY

I t  i s  mandatory  to  app ly  for  OSHC,  and you can  e i ther  app ly  by  yourse l f  or  through
USYD for  a  smal l  hand l ing  fee .  The  nearest  c l in ics  are  located  in  Broadway  Sydney ,
but  you w i l l  need to  make reservat ions  beforehand.  Overa l l ,  Sydney  i s  a  sa fe  c i t y ,  but
i t  i s  best  to  avo id  wa lk ing  around the  dorm la te  a t  n ight ,  as  the  area  can  be  dark  and
quiet .
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13)  SPORTS & RECREATION FACIL IT IES

The Sydney  Un i  Sports  &  Aquat ic  Centre  (SUSAC)  i s  located  next  to  the  bus iness
schoo l  and o f fers  a  range  o f  f i tness  serv ices ,  but  membersh ip  fees  app ly .  The  dorm
also  has  a  smal l  gym.

15)  CAUTIONARY MEASURES

The sun l ight  in  Austra l ia  i s  comfor tab le ,  but  i t  i s  easy  to  forget  how s t rong  and
dangerous  the  UV l i ght  can  be .  I t  i s  important  to  wear  sunscreen and sung lasses .
Sunscreen so ld  in  Austra l ia  i s  usua l l y  a f fordab le  and prov ides  s t rong  protect ion .

14)  SOCIAL  CLUBS & NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

USYD has  many  in terest ing  soc ie t ies  (e .g . ,  Choco la te  Soc ie ty ,  Dog  Soc ie ty ,  Mah jong
Soc ie ty ) .  I t  i s  f ree  to  reg is ter  a  USU account  and jo in  them.  Dur ing  the  or ientat ion
week  a t  USYD,  i t  i s  a  good idea  to  exp lore  the  Eastern  Avenue and the  Quadrang le  to
check  out  the  booths  o f  d i f ferent  soc ie t ies .  I f  you  jo in  a  soc ie ty  dur ing  that  week ,  the
membersh ip  fee  i s  usua l l y  cheaper  (around $5) .  USYD a lso  prov ides  network ing
opportun i t ies  through the  week ly  careers  centre  news let ter  and career  fa i rs
throughout  the  semester ,  where  over  50  employers  come to  campus .
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HKID Extension socket

Credit / debit card Cable
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Summer & winter clothes
Data card 

(for first few days of arrival)

Swimsuit Travel size toiletry

Hat Personal care product

Sunglasses Hair dryer

Slippers Medicine

Umbrella
Carry-on luggage

(for short-term trip)

Stationery Formal suit (optional)

Calculator

Items to

BRING



Useful

L INKS & CONTACTS

SUBCLASS 500 STUDENT V ISA
ht tps : / / immi .homeaf fa i rs .gov .au/v isas/get t ing-a -v i sa/v i sa - l i s t ing/s tudent -
500

IMMIACCOUNT
ht tps : / / immi .homeaf fa i rs .gov .au/he lp-support /app ly ing-on l ine-or -on-
paper/on l ine

REDY2GO’S  ONLINE BOOKING PORTAL
ht tps : / / redy2go .hudson l td .net / rwd?USERIDENTRY=10425&LOGON=GO

USYD UNIT  OUTLINE
ht tps : / /www.sydney .edu .au/un i ts

USYD ACCOMMODATION
ht tps : / /usyd .s tarrezhous ing .com/StarRezPorta lX /7C3CEFBB/1/1/Home-
Welcome_to_ the_Unive?Ur lToken=308793FE

USYD AVAILABLE PAYMENT METHODS
ht tps : / /www.sydney .edu .au/s tudents /pay ing- fees .html

SYDPAY
ht tps : / /www.sydney .edu .au/s tudents /sydpay .html

OPAL
ht tps : / / t ransportnsw. in fo/ t i ckets -opa l /opa l#/ log in

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/student-500
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/help-support/applying-online-or-on-paper/online
https://redy2go.hudsonltd.net/rwd?USERIDENTRY=10425&LOGON=GO
https://www.sydney.edu.au/units
https://usyd.starrezhousing.com/StarRezPortalX/7C3CEFBB/1/1/Home-Welcome_to_the_Unive?UrlToken=308793FE
https://www.sydney.edu.au/students/paying-fees.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/students/sydpay.html
https://transportnsw.info/tickets-opal/opal#/login

